
Happy Easter Brother Knights!
It has been a pleasure to serve as your Grand 

Knight this past year and once again, the 
Fraternal Year has flown by.  This issue of the 
Santa Maria will recap many activities and 
events that we were able to accomplish during 
the period of Lent.  I hope that you all felt like 
it was a productive several months of service; 
and provided meaningful interaction with your 
fellow Brothers.

Look through this issue to also find out about events that coming up soon.  
We encourage all our members to get involved with the ones that you are 
most drawn to.  We need your participation to make them successful.  If you 
are a newer member or someone who desires to become more engaged 
with us, we hope that you will look to these events to take a larger role in 
the council. 

Mother’s Day will be another important time for us to help honor our 
wives and other ladies of the parish!  Come help us serve them at the 
Mother’s Day Brunch that we are certain will be an awesome time that they 
will enjoy.

On July 7, we invite everyone to join us for the 9 am Mass as we gather 
as a community at the Family Mass.  And then join us afterwards for coffee 
and donuts and tacos in the KC Hall.  It is always nice to see our KC Hall with 
families in there instead of a bunch of dudes only.

We also have to begin planning for other important activities, like our 
council BBQ, the Cowboys Bus Trip, and a Casino Night that is planned for 
early 2020.  Please consider joining a committee and volunteering your 
time and talent to these events.  

I apologize again for the delay in getting this next edition of the newsletter 
to you.  I know that it is an important way that we communicate what is 
happening in the council and that we have been relying heavily on the 
Flocknote system and Facebook to send out info.  If you feel you are not 
getting all pertinent info at our meetings, or through the messages, please 
let me know.

I am also sorry that I am late in getting info about the passing of our 
Brother and Charter Member of 9681, Sir Knight Jack Putalavage.  Please 
see his obituary on page 11.

Thank you Gentlemen, for all you do for our parish and Vivat Jesus!

Tony Canez
Grand Knight

Council 9681
St. Monica Catholic Church
Converse, Texas

Santa       aria

(210) 460-9664
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Saint Vincent de 
Paul Food Pantry

For I was hungry, and 
you gave Me something 
to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you gave Me something 
to drink; I was a stranger, 

and you invited Me in;

- Matthew 25:35

The Society of St. 
Vincent De Paul 
offers assistance 
to those who 
have fallen upon 
times of hardship 
and personal 
crisis. We learn 
from the Gospel 
of Matthew that 
whatever we do 
for the least of 
our brethren we 
do for Christ. 
With this in mind, 
Brother Knights 
should bring a 
canned food or 
dry good to each 
council meeting 
or support the 
monthly food 
drive by donating 
food or collecting 
donations from 
parishioners. 

Earn Your 2nd 

& 3rd Degree 

ADVANCE INTO FULL 
KNIGHTHOOD!St. Monica’s

Council 9681
Converse, TX

Tentative Schedule:
6:30 AM Meet at St. Monica to carpool
7:00 AM Arrive at CTK
8:00 AM Mass

 9:30 AM
 

2nd Degree
10:30 AM 

 
3rd Degree

11:30 AM
 

Lunch
Candidates out by 1:00 PM

Candidates and members MUST have their current membership card for 
admission to the degrees.

Appropriate dress: All candidates and members should wear business casual. 
No shorts or T-shirts please. 

  Contact Tony Canez to sign up to attend.
210-857-0789 or email 

tcwldct@msn.com.

Major Degree Ceremony
Sat, May 25, 2019
Christ the King 

2610 Perez Street
San Antonio, TX  78207 

Council # 10002

Reserve your spot at the Degree Ceremony!!  
Contact Tony Canez (210) 857-0789 

to arrange to attend this event!!

Council Food Drive in Support of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society Food Pantry

Our Council continues to invite the parish to bring staples for the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society’s food pantry.  The Food Drive is held on the second weekend 
of every month and the Knight’s Food bins are placed in the foyer to accept the 
donations that are brought in.

St. Vincent de Paul provides assistance to many families in our community and 
we will continue to do our part to support this important ministry. All Brother 
Knights are invited to help before and after the Mass you attend to collect goods 
that will be brought in by parishioners and thank them for helping to improve 
the lives of people in need. Please contact Ruben Rosas for more info. (210) 
818-1230 

Bereavement / Crisis Notifications 
If you become aware of a death of a Knight or a Knight’s family member, 

please notify the Grand Knight, Tony Canez at 210-857-0789. If you know of a 
hospitalization of a Knight or know of a crisis situation where Knights may be 
in a position to help others, please call Brother Julio Rivera at 210-452-1650.



Bingo at Rosewood Nursing and Rehab Center September 20, 2014:

A great showing of Brother Knights is what started off this glorious day with the presence of P.G.K.  
J.T. Waggoner, Barney Ross, Chuck Rehome, Howard Gilluly and the mascot Spencer Gilluly. 
We were also Blessed to have twelve Residents join in the fun. Our first game was a Regular Bingo 

won by Ms. Helen Axe for fifty cents, who has become a very welcome regular lately. We proceeded ever so smoothly 
into a Cover-All that almost no one noticed till we heard “BINGO!!” from Ms Shirley McClard for the one dollar prize. 
She has been joining us more often too. Our next game, the Letter “X” for another dollar was won by one of our veteran 
players, Mr. Tony Delarosa, and he’s about to show everyone today how that veteran status pays off. The next game 
for another dollar was the Large Picture Frame won by guess who?? >> (hint: It’s the veteran). That’s right; Mr. Tony 
DeLarosa takes this one too. Everyone was watching Suspiciously to see if Mr. Tony has some sort of system and lo and 
behold, during the next game; a Small Picture Frame, Ms. Stacy White won fifty cents. She has also made her returns 
to the games more frequent. Just when we thought Mr. Tony DeLarosa’s streak had worn off, he came along and took the 
last dollar for the last Regular Bingo.

     The Residents and Brother Knights all enjoy this short one hour a month. This activity provides a simple form of 
companionship to the Residents that they may not get any other time of the month and it is always evident while we’re 
there and when it’s time to go. This activity is one of the many that you need five of to qualify for the A.C.E. award if you 
are pursuing that effort. 

     We always play on the third Saturday of each month from 10:00 - 11:00 am at the Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation 
Center off Mesquite Pass off Kitty Hawk. If you have questions or concerns, please contact Howard A. Gilluly at (210) 
849-7199 or e-mail to hgilluly@gmail.com.

Looking forward to seeing ya’ll next month. God Bless.

Very Respectfully,
-SK Howard A. Gilluly
Worthy Trustee
Bingo Chairman   

Rise in the presence of  the aged, show 
respect for the elderly and revere your 
God. I am the LORD.

- Leviticus 19:32

Rosewood Nursing Center

I N G OB
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Bingo at Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center Mar 16, 2019:

    Today’s games were attended by at least 15 Residents (it was hard to keep track of 
all the late arrivals) with assistance provided by our W.G.K. Brother Tony Canez, 
W.W. Brother Chris Zellner with his faithful mascot Oliver Zellner, Brother 

Barney Ross, Sir Knight Joe Luera and his Lady Maria, Brother Robert Dixon, Sir Knight 
Howard Gilluly and his faithful mascot Spencer Gilluly, and Sir Knight Gil Chagoya.

     Our first game was a Regular Bingo won for fifty cents by veteran player Ms. Sheila Brown. 
We cruised into a Cover-All Bingo seamlessly with newcomer Mr. Tony Morin whisking away the 
dollar prize. This game was followed by the Letter”X” that awarded veteran player Ms. Maria 
Flores the fifty cent prize. After that game we played Large Picture Frame for another fifty cents 
going again to Ms. Maria Flores. The Small Picture Frame played next brought two to the winner’s 
circle for a dollar prize each who were newcomer Ms. Carol Horton and veteran player Ms. Amy 
Cowger. Going back to Regular Bingo for fifty cents brought newcomer Ms. Myrna Jimenez 
forward for that prize. Our final Regular Bingo for fifty cents each went to veteran player Ms. 
Marilyn Lane and the newcomer on a hot streak, Mr. Tony Morin.
      

Bingo at Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center April 20, 2019: 

Today’s games were attended by nine Residents with assistance from Brother Knights Barney 
Ross, Robert Dixon, SK Gill Chagoya, and Brandon Pesqueda.

     The first game of Regular Bingo for fifty cents went to new-comer, Mr. Solomon Welch and 
veteran player, Mr. Tony Medina.  After which, we flowed smoothly into a Cover-All for a dollar 
that was won by another veteran player, Ms. Amy Cowger (who will be back for more). Game 
#3 was the Letter “X” won for fifty cents by another one of our new-comers, Mr. Eddie Flores. 
The next Game of Large Picture Frame was won by yet another new-comer, Mr. Tony Morin and 
as forecast, Ms. Amy Cowger - both for fifty cents each. Mr. Tony DeLarosa, who’s been quiet for 
a while, comes out of nowhere to win not only the Small Picture Frame for fifty cents, but the 
following game of Regular Bingo for fifty cents as well! Welcome back to the Winner’s Circle, Tony!! 
The final game of Regular Bingo was won for fifty cents by another veteran player, Ms. Patricia 
Masch. Congratulations to all the winners and a great big Thank You to all the Brother Knights 
who made it out to this important activity.

The Residents and Brother Knights all have a great time during this fast-paced, high stakes hour. 
This activity counts as one of the five required to qualify for the A.C.E. award if you are pursuing 
that effort. This activity takes place the third Saturday each month from 10:00 - 11:00 am at 
Rosewood Nursing and Rehabilitation Center located at 7700 Mesquite Pass off Kitty Hawk in 
Converse Texas.

     For comments, concerns, or questions please contact SK Howard A. Gilluly at (210)849-7188 
or e-mail to hgilluly@gmail.com     

Thanks and God Bless.

Howard A. Gilluly
Bingo Chairman The next BINGO will be held on May 18!!

We invite all Knights, their spouses and 
families to come and help support the 

residents of Rosewood!!



Service Programs
St. Monica Knights of Columbus - Council 9681

With many fond memories of Easter in our hearts, our focus turns to the coming new 
Fraternal Year.  We look forward to continuing to execute our Faith in Action service 

programs and pray that we will make a positive impression on all who attend our events.  
We appreciate all the help we will receive from our Knights to host activities that benefit 
our community and we hope that our families will be brought closer through our works.

Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians was painted 
by Italian artist Fabrizio Diomedi and was com-
missioned by the Knights of Columbus to recog-
nize the plight of Christians around the world.

Since the inception of the Knights of Columbus’ Marian Prayer Program in 1979, more 
than 166,900 local council and parish prayer services have been held with some 20 million 
participants.  This year, the Order is presenting a Marian image that serves as the centerpiece 
for prayer services intended to raise awareness of the plight of Christians persecuted for their 
faith and to stand in prayerful solidarity with them.  The painting was created for the Knights 
of Columbus by Italian artist Fabrizio Diomedi. 

The icon travels from parish-to-parish across the country and we were very fortunate to 
be able to host Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians at St. Monica during Holy Hour on 
April 11.  During this grace filled opportunity to be with our Lord in Adoration,  we led the 

parish in a special evening of reflection and prayer for 
all Christians who suffer harm or danger for practicing 
their Faith.

We are very grateful to Worthy Chancellor, Steve 
Steele for coordinating the visit of the icon, and to Faith 
Director, Brandon Pesqueda for managing the event.  
We are also very thankful for the support of all the 
Brothers and family members who participated in the 
service.  We look forward to hosting these sorts of events 

in the future.

a Holy Hour was led by our Knights to pray for 
persecuted Christians throughout the World!

Thanks to Father Thumma 
for sanctioning the Knights 
to lead a prayer service for 
persecuted Christians; and the 
congregation of parishioners 
who came to pray with us.

Pictured (L to R) Julio R., Bran-
don P., Steve S., Thomas C., Tony 
C.,  Father Thumma, & Rob G.



Mother’s Day will be all about the moms at 
st. monica! Come help serve them brunch!!

The Festival is The Ultimate Community Event 
for our Parish! Thanks to all who helped out!

This Mother’s Day, we will celebrate all the Mothers in our lives!!  We invite the entire parish to 
bring Mom to a special breakfast at St. Monica and treat her to a great meal of all her favorites!  All 
Moms eat FREE at this special event to show our appreciation for all that they do for us; and all 
others can eat for only $4.50 per person!  

We want to honor ALL the mother figures in your lives, so please invite your Godmothers, 
Aunts, Big Sisters and anyone who has been a mother to you.  They all can enjoy this great meal on 
us and we hope that this will be a nice time for the entire community to take a moment to show 
Mom what she means to us.

We are serving from 8 am to 1 pm in the 
St. Monica School Cafeteria and need a few 
hands starting at around 6 am to cook, set up 
and serve at this event.  If you would like to 
help out, please come to the cafeteria in the 
morning and contact Tony Canez if you have 
any questions about the event.

We look forward to seeing you there and 
thanks to all the Mothers out there!!

St. Monica just celebrated another fantastic Parish Festival on Sunday, April 28th and it was an 
awesome day filled with warm sun, entertaining music, and lots of fun fiesta foods!  As usual, the 
Knights served up fluffy funnel cakes and cold snow cones to our community.

This was our fifth annual event and it seems that it gets better each year.  Our booths operated 
like a well-oiled machine and we had many Brothers help out throughout the day.  THANK YOU 
to all the guys who helped throughout the day; and to all the others who helped with the other 
ministries!  We had a wonderful day of Fraternity and Unity that we can look back on fondly.  We 
look forward to next year!!

The Council donates all proceeds from the Parish Festival directly to the church.  It is through 
the success of the Fish Fry and other fundraising during the year that we are in a position to give 
in this manner.   Thanks also to all the Brothers who came with their families to enjoy a beautiful 
day at our parish!  We appreciate your help throughout the year and for helping to make the Parish 
Festival a fun day for the Community!



Bring your 
moms and 

wives to enjoy 
Mother’s Day 

Brunch on 
May 12!!

Come help 
cook and 
serve all 

St. Monica 
Moms on this 

morning!!

LET’S CELEBRATE

MOM

SUNDAY
MAY 12

ST. MONICA SCHOOL 
CAFETERIA

515 North Street
Converse, TX

Avoid the crowds!  
Enjoy a delightful meal of pancakes, eggs, 

bacon, sausage, hashbrowns, coffee and juice!!

  Adults $4.50 Kids $2.50
Serving from 8 am to 1  pm

Sponsored by:

ALL MOM’S 
EAT FREE!!!

(That includes 
Spiritual Mothers, 
Aunts, Big Sisters 

and all  Mother figures)

Bring Mom to a 
very special 
Mother’s Day 

Brunch!



COUNCIL #9681 - CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MAY - JUN 2019

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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For more info, visit our website: www.kofc-9681.org
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Chapter Meeting 
  - Open Meeting
(Our Lady of Fatima 
  Council 4315)
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Mother’s Day!

Mother’s Day Brunch
@ St. Monica!!

Bingo at Rosewood 

Memorial Day

MAY

Patriotic Degree 
Exemplification 
(4th Degree) - 
St. Pius X Catholic 
Church

Major Degree - 
Christ the King 
Council #10002

40 Hours of 
Adoration

40 Hours of 
Adoration

40 Hours of 
Adoration

First Degree 
Ceremony - 
St. John Neumann

Parish Festival

General Council
Meeting 

St. Monica 
School Gala

40 Hours of 
Adoration

40 Hours of 
Adoration

40 Hours of 
Adoration

Ascension of 
the Lord

Father’s Day!

Pentecost



April
4/1	 Earnest	Pesqueda

4/3	 Edward	Bayouth

4/5	 Richard	Reyna	Sr.

	 Charles	Knebel

4/9	 Rene	Garcia

4/10	 Francisco	Bue

4/11	 John	Van	Hamont

4/12	 Eric	Bradshaw

4/13	 Joseph	Hochstetter

4/16	 David	Rakowitz

4/19	 Ramon	Villarreal

4/21	 Donald	Lauer

4/23	 Aaron		Cox

4/24	 William	Eastman

	 Joe	Ricondo

4/29	 Richard	Pacheco
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May
5/1	 Barry	Cole		

5/3	 Dennis	Schorran

	 Chris	Zellner

5/5	 Ernesto	Flores

5/7	 PGK	Robert	Gilmore

	 Michael	Colwell

	 Alonzo	Gonzales

5/9	 Robert	Gomez

	 Manuel	Paredez

5/11	 Dcn.	Jacques	Abat

5/13	 Frank	Neal

5/14	 Christopher	Castellano

5/18	 Emanuel	Tricoli

5/20	 Cruz	Najera

	 Donald	Ray	Thomas

5/21	 Rick	Reyna	Jr.

5/25	 Reg	Frank	Cipriano

5/27	 Danny	Drig

5/30	 Herb	Murillo

5/31	 Jose		Acuna

June
6/7	 Manuel	Gradillas

6/10	 Timotheo	Zepeda

6/11	 Tomas	Rodriguez

6/13	 Manuel	Sein

6/17	 Abel	Mendez

6/18	 Scott	Rimal

6/22	 Antonio	Soto

6/24	 Uriel	Hernandez
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Save the date!!  Volunteers needed!
Tickets on sale soon!!

SUPPORT OUR 
SCHOOL!!

MAY 11, 2019
7PM

SCHOOL CAFETERIA

$75 PER PERSON

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO 
HELP THE SCHOOL!!

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!!

CLICK TO RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT!!



 
John “Jack” Putalavage 

August 22, 1949 - March 24, 2019
MSgt John (Jack) R. Putalavage USAF (Retired) passed away on 
Sunday March 24, 2019 at his home in Schertz, TX at the age of 
69.

He was preceded in death by his parents John and Mary (Pavuk) 
Putalavage.  He is survived by his loving wife Carolyn Putalavage; 

children Jenifer and her husband Scott Ross, John (JR) R. Putalavage 
Jr. and his wife Eryn, Jacob Putalavage, Jeremy Dibley and his wife Elizabeth, Erin Delarosa 
and her husband Ben.  He is also survived by his loving grandchildren Adam, Emma, 
Delancey, Astor, Tilly, Anthony, Isabell, Sabrina, Thomas, and Carlton. Brothers: Michael 
Putalavage, Vince Putt and his wife Karen; along with brother and sister in-laws and many 
loving nephews, nieces, and many wonderful friends.

Jack joined the US Air Force in December of 1968.  He had many duty stations to include 
Vietnam, Germany, and multiple stateside assignments and has been all over the world 
during his service in the USAF.  He supported the Vietnam War and Operation Desert 
Shield/Storm/Calm.  Among his numerous awards are Meritorious Service Medal with two 
oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation medal with two oak leaf clusters, among many 
other medals and awards for campaigns and unit awards.  Following his retirement in 
December 1994, he moved to San Antonio, TX where he started work with Scion Lighting 
Corporation and the US Postal Service until he fully retired in 2011.

Jack was extremely loyal, loving, kind, and generous.  He never met a stranger and enjoyed 
socializing and keeping in touch with everyone he met through the years.  He will be dearly 
missed.

Associations and A�liations include:

Knights of Columbus 3rd degree at Saint Monica’s Catholic Church in Converse, TX - 

(Charter Member)

Knights of Columbus 4th degree in Schertz, TX

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 4676 in Universal City, TX

Lifetime member of the American Legion Post 593 in Converse, TX

Charter member of the American Legion Riders Motorcycle Club at Post 593

Lifelong Philadelphia Eagles Football Phan #FlyEaglesFly

A Resolution of Condolences from our council was presented to Jack’s widow at the memorial 
service held for him on April 5th.  May God look upon Jack’s life as a testament to service, 
fellowship, and family that we all hope to emulate during our time on this earth.



REMEMBER TO PRAY
FOR THE HEALTH AND HEALING OF OUR BRETHREN, FAMILIES, 

SOLDIERS, POLITICIANS, OUR PRIESTS, AND RELIGIOUS, AND FOR 
THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED.

In Remembrance
Please continue prayers for the repose of the souls of St. Monica's deceased 

Knights of Columbus members and their families.
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COUNCIL 9681
CONVERSE, TEXAS

Idelfonso Pillot-PGK Jul-90
Robert L Price  Aug-92
Rudolph C Canales  Feb-93
Charles Fisher  Jun-93
William Churchill  Jan-94
Gilbert Poore  Apr-97
Alfred Hernandez  Sep-98
Robert Frost   Mar-01
Phil M DiPiero  Oct-01
Abel A Sanchez  Apr-02
John Garcia   Aug-03
Bill Wallace   Nov-03
Wilfred Ott   Dec-03
John Zavoski-PGK  Dec-03
Morris Flaningan  Jun-04
Joseph Mans�eld  Jul-04
Richard W Rea  Oct-06
William Nelson  Sep-07
Mario G Henriquez  Apr-08
Wilson Pete�sh-PGK Feb-09
Ivan Robinson  Oct-09
Charles Cook  Sep-11
Wayne K Travis  Sep-11
Mark B Singer  Nov-11
Patrick Schmidt  Mar-12
Seveiano Delgado  Aug-13
Garthwait Gilluly  Sep-13
Doroteo Flores  Feb-14
Jose Aguilar   Jun-14
Juan Deleon   Apr-15
Luis T Flores   Apr-15
Alfredo "Al" Alvarez Dec-15
Gary Allen Rogers  Apr-16
Theodore Pathan Prieto Aug-16
Florencio T Ybarra  May-18
Onufruy “O.A.” Cielencki Jul-18
John “Jack” Putalavage Mar-19

O Almighty God, Who by the love which You have for men, 
have willed to take our humanity, to live a life of hard work, 
to su�er a most cruel Passion, and �nally to die on a Cross. I 

beseech You, by the in�nite merits purchased for us with 
Your Precious Blood, look mercifully on the su�ering  

which is endured by the holy sould of Purgatory. Accept, O 
merciful God, the prayers which I o�er for them to the 

glory of heaven.  I commend to You, the souls of my 
relatives, friends, and benefactors, and in a special manner 

of those to whom I may have provided an occasion of sin 
by my bad example.

Most Holy Virgin, Mother of Mercy, Comforter of the 
A�icted , intercede for those souls, that, by your powerful 
intercession, they may be admitted to enjoy that kingdom 
which is prepared for them. We ask this through your son, 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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